How to choose a horse cemetery or crematorium
 

Unless a horse cemetery or crematorium is a member of the APPCC (Association of Private Pet Cemeteries & Crematoria) all kinds of systems may be used to cut costs and increase profits. Various methods of cremating horses together and inferring they are individual are often used. Most of the communal or mass cremations carried out are simple waste disposal operations where the remains go off to a waste site after a large scale incineration. 
 

This is not to say that other genuine horse cemeteries and crematoria are not out there, but only members of the APPCC adhere to a Code of Practice that ensures each process is clearly defined and described so that owners receive the service they want for their horse.
 

Individual Cremation:  How do I know my horse will be cremated on its own and will I get the correct ashes?
This is the main question we are asked and is in the mind of everybody who has their horse cremated with a view to having the ashes returned. It is a natural reaction to be suspicious especially as everyone seems to have heard some dreadful story about the process. 
Logistically it is very difficult to bury a horse.  This has led to many slaughter men, knacker men and renderers offering “equine cremation” services – many without their own cremators.  There are very few specialist equine crematoria in the UK and the actual cremation part of the process is completely unregulated.
When the term individual cremation, or even just cremation, is used then it implies a process similar to a human cremation - one body at a time. That is what you have a right to expect. All members of the Association of Private Pet Cemeteries & Crematoria carry out individual cremations this way. 
 

What happens at an APPCC member?
A horse is placed into a clean cremation chamber, normally with a solid hearth. This is normally done using lifting equipment and varies from site to site.  A label is attached to the cremator to identify your horse and the time of the cremation is recorded in a diary. The label stays with your horse's remains right the way through the system. The cremation is carried out until only sterile bone fragments remain. Once they have cooled to an acceptable temperature they are drawn into a tray or container and all traces removed from the hearth by careful brushing. All remains must be removed before the next cremation starts. It is highly likely there will be some fragments of the hearth with the ashes but this is inevitable if you are to receive all your horse's ashes.
The cremated remains taken from the cremator consist of skeletal fragments. These are processed through a cremulator which reduces them to a fine ash suitable for return or scattering. The cremulator must be carefully cleaned each time. The ashes are then packed into whichever casket or urn has been chosen. The original label stays with the ashes and is carefully checked against the original cremation request.  As a horse is so large the ashes of a horse can weight approximately 16kg – 22kg and the casket is therefore much larger and heavier than that of a human casket or urn. 
 

What horse owners have to be wary of
Individual cremation is a term that is commonly used within the equine bereavement industry but it is a term that is largely abused. The issue is often different to the problems that occur at some pet crematoria (where several pets are cremated together and token ashes are returned instead of the ashes of the pet).  With so many equine cremation carriers not having their own cremator owners must ensure they know where their horse is being taken and that the site has the appropriate cremator and approvals to carry out an individual equine cremation with the return of the ashes.  The other issue can be the way horses are stored, the attention to detail ensuring you get all of your horses ashes back and the equipment used to cremate your horse – there are very few purpose built equine cremators in the UK and some so called equine crematoria actually use waste incinerators meaning that the horse has to be sectioned as it is too big to fit in the machine in its entirety. 

You should therefore carry out your own research (even if being offered a service through your vet) to ensure your horse will be cremated individually after being collected and handled with a certain degree of respect, as collection and transport methods also vary considerably.  
 

You must therefore ask your vet or the equine cremation service specific questions such as:
· How will my horse be transported?
· Does the equine cremation service have their own cremator?
· If not, where will my horse be taken to & is the site appropriately licensed?
· How will my horse be stored?
· How will they be identified?
· Will my horse be the only animal in the chamber during the cremation process and will they be in their entirety?
· Will the equine crematorium certify that my horse was on its own during the cremation & that I have received only their ashes?
· Will I receive all of my horse’s ashes?
Summary
At present the only way to be sure of getting a genuine individual cremation is to use a member of the APPCC or to go through and find out the step by step procedures of the equine cremation service being offered to you. If you do not like what you hear then look around and find an equine crematorium that does meet your requirements -  at the end of the day you must be getting the service you want and are paying for.
The APPCC has put together a “best practice” guide for equine cremation services.  Please contact us on 01252 844478 to request a copy.
Useful links
www.appcc.org.uk – website listing advice for pet owners and contact details for licensed pet/equine cemeteries & crematoria
www.petcremationcodeforvets.org – ethical selling of cremation services for vets
Animal Health Fallen stock information page from their website
http://animalhealth.defra.gov.uk/managing-disease/animalbyproducts/fallen-stock-faq.htm 
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